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We live inthe21st century and it seems that effectivity and productivity is all that matters and progress is only inventing new things or innovating the old ones. Everybody tells us that ‘new is always better’ and if we accept this attitude it seems to be meaningless to return to old practices – but it’s still happening in many areas of human life.
And we can find exactly the same trend in photography. It seems that analogue cameras are being replaced by digital ones – but not quite. There are still many people who are rather using analogue cameras and it is not only because of sentimentality - a large number of photographers are photographing both ways. So what are the advantages of analogue photography? And is there any future in it?
The main difference between these two techniques is in the medium that registers light reflected by the photographed object. In an analogue photography we use a photographic film – a plastic film covered with a light-sensitive emulsion on one of the sides. After exposure the film creates a latent image that has to be developed in order to be visible. Subsequently the image is enlarged on a photographic paper. Digital cameras contain CCD chip that transforms light to information written in binary code. A photo processed by this method can be edited in countless number of computer programs and it can alsobe printed.

The medium influences the process of shooting and eventhe outcome of this process. The most striking differences are different coloring, quality and also the extent of possible adjustments in the post-process. In terms of quality and color the average analogue cameras are more advanced than digital cameras in the same price category – but as the price goes higher, these advantages and disadvantages are less noticable. It is undeniable that digital photography brings incredible opportunities based on its recording format - immense possibilities of editing pictures or even creating new ones from fragments of other images. With digital photography is also associated the possibility of perfect copy and partial loss of authorship.  The object can be endlessly changed and edited – we are talking about so-called open-endedness of the creative process. 

These are technical differences between digital and analogue cameras but the device we use also affects the perception of the viewer. The historical context of the invention of the analogue camera is very important – it had an impact on today’s status of photography. Positivism was a trend in science and for art the leading movement was descriptive realism. In the 19th century people believed that a man himself is not able to capture the world as it really is, but there is a possibility of capturing it with the help of science. And during this era photography was considered as a perfect way to capture reality. While these opinions won great popularity of the new invention, they also resulted inquestioning of photography as an art – this issue is called photographic discourse. Some people believe that creation of photos does not require any human ingenuity. Photography still has to confirm and prove its place in art.
Today we can see how imperfect instruments cameras were back then, but yet we still believe that photos are the mere reflection of the world around us. But this is not so true for digital photography – we know enough about the editing photos to be suspicious about an each photo captured a digital camera. Everybody knows how easy is to manipulate with reality through digital photography – but hardly anyone realizes that even the analogue photo does not guarantee the absolute truth. The analogue photography still represents reality for us - even though it is not quite clear. The manipulation of reality using editing of analogue photos is not as simple but it is definitely not impossible. And we have to realize that the situation in the photo could be arranged. Even though is the analogue photo still more credible. 
Returning to analogue photography may be caused by practical reasons such as better camera parameters in some cases. But it can also be a sort of an escape from everything surrounding digital reality. Everybody has its own digital camera and digital pictures are all around us. It is very easy to take a photo of anything and anywhere. We no longer have to worry about the price of developing photos, so we savehuge amounts of pictures from our cameras on computers or other memory devices and most of them we will never see again. And in these days it is really not so difficult to reach a technically flawless photo. Even for laics - with the correct settings of their cameras and with the post-process. This leads to the fact that in art there is more and more important the content and the concept of an image than the technique. There were even exhibitions of images from mobile phones in galleries.
When we realize all of this, it is no wonder that people return to the process which is more complicated but also its result is rarer. We more appreciate something that is harder to get. When we look at analogue photographs we see the whole process which can raise its artistic value.  Actually, there are photo editing tools that can imitate the look of an analogue image – creating effects that were considered as imperfections caused by a developing process in the past. 

It is impossible to deny the importance and irreplaceability of digital cameras. It is a convenient and inexpensive way to capture the world around us and also an indispensable device for professional photographers throughout many specializations. It is clear that digital photography and its adjustments will continue developing and bringing new possibilities. However, as the time has shown, analogue photography will always have its place among people. It is due to the fact that its benefits are not in technical parameters but in what analogue photographs represent for us.Analog and digital photography both have their advantages and disadvantages. With this in mind we can say that neither of them will ever disappear completely as they are valued for their differences.
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